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Saving the World...Maybe
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Six Books That May Make a Difference in These Difficult Times






Mary's Best Books of 2023
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Looking for a good read, or reads....?






Concrete and My Picks for Great Books about Cities
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How to Design Workable, Walkable, Wonderful Cities on Shepher






Good Reviews for Frenemy Nations:


	"Soderstrom is interesting because she's interested."
	"A Captivating Study:" Winnipeg Free Press








And Another Review


	 Frenemy Nations brings a novel perspective on ten corners of the world as Soderstrom gamely attempts to help us understand what can unite and divide close neighbours. Indeed, it is a most Canadian approach, focusing on the small idiomatic differences that distinguish one group from another.








Mary's on Twitter now


	Updates on the 10 pairs of places that are alike, yet not, which are featurd in Frenemy Nations: Love and Hate in Neighbo(u)ring States,








Mary Smiling over All the Good Reviews!
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Katia Grubisic writes in the Montreal Review of Books: "Mary Soderstrom might just be my new favourite writer. She’s been writing for years, and we’ve been reading her for years, but meeting her reveals an energy that is contagious, and a humility that should be. Soderstrom in person is as unassuming, open, and delightful as she is erudite and elegant on the page.... "






Great Reviews for Road through Time


This just in:  a terrific review of Road through Time in the April 15 Library Journal that ends: "VERDICT This accessible work about an integral aspect of human life is a must-read for all interested in society, past and present." 

And Publishers' Weekly also is laudatory:
"Soderstrom constructs a...layperson’s guide in bright, conversational  prose, skillfully using her own experiences and just-so stories about  the peoples of the past as springboards to exploring humankind’s long  history of migration." Publishers' Weekly"








Mary Soderstrom's fifth Non-fiction book  is now  available soon!


[image: Mary Soderstrom's fifth Non-fiction book  is now  available soon!]








First Review of Road through Time


	Coming in April from University of Regina Press








What Musicians Say about River Music


It's always nice when people that you write about like what you write.  I'm no musician, and one of the big unknowns about River Music was what musicians might think.  In fact, I was so unsure that I went out of my way not to ask musicians I knew what their opinion was.


But to my great delight, the reaction of musicians has been spontaneous and very positive. Here are three:



From pianist Jana Stuart: 


"Mary, I just finished River Music. I could not put it down. I related so much to the character of Gloria Murray and the plight of the young pianist. I loved it to pieces. "
 
 
From Madeleine Owen, lutist and artistic director, Ensemble La Cigale:


"Gloria, is tough and not always likable and yet, I had to recognize some of her  difficult choices as merely typical of what a musician, especially a woman, has to do in order to succeed in the competitive world of music."


And Cléo Palacio-Quintin, flûtiste-compositrice says: 
 
"River Music nous emporte dans le flot d'une vie musicale riche en émotions. Dans un rythme fluide, Mary Soderstrom transcrit avec finesse la passion intime d'une interprète pour sa musique...difficile de poser le livre avant la fin."
 








Swept Away by River Music
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A Fine Review by Ian McGillis






Check out Mary's Thoughts on Books, Being a New Blog about Books and Writing
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Not So Solitary a Pleasure: A Blog about Books






Making Waves Has More Fans


	"Mary's book is a must. I finished reading it about 2 months ago and liked it very much. Her unbiased fresh perspective has opened my eyes to some of the most interesting aspects of the relationship between Portugal and Brazil and enlightened particular aspects of this latter country that make it, perhaps, the most amazing contribution the Portuguese have offered Mankind." António RochaGraça   .








Now Available: Making Waves, The Continuing Portuguese Adventure
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Buy through Pay Pal on Vehicule's site, or at better bookstores






The Walkable City Keeps on Going: New Review in the Canadian Literature


"Soderstrom would readily admit that her general argument in favour of  pedestrian-friendly communities is not a new one: walkability is a  firmly established principle of sustainability-oriented planning.  However, the book serves as a fine, up-to-date introduction to this  still-pertinent issue. Soderstrom’s judiciously selective overview of  the history of walking and its changing place in urban life (from Roman  settlements to nineteenth-century Paris to post-war North American  suburbs to newer master-planned communities in Brazil and Singapore)  makes engaging, informative reading for the generalist or readers new to  the topic."
Maia Joseph in Canadian Literature: A Quarterly of Criticsm and Review.







The Walkable City Gets Praise from Urbanist Christopher Leinberger


"Mary Soderstrom's The Walkable City addresses one of the most important environmental, economic, social, public health and foreign policy issues of our day that is also the most unexpected and simplest; building walkable urban places. Using an approach I personally enjoy, taking a long historical perspective from pre-history through the various ages of city building, Ms. Soderstrom demonstrates that we as a civilization know how to build walkable cities. We just have to speed up our efforts."
Christopher Leinberger, The Brookings Institution







The Walkable City: Haussmann's Boulevards to Jane Jacobs Street
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Now available from independent booksellers and on Amazon.ca. Véhicule Press. ISBN: 978-1-55065-243-7






Mary on that other revolutionary Malcolm, Malcolm Gladwell


	New on RoverArts








The Rewards of a Walkable City: Mile End's Bookstores


	Mary Writes about Rents, Recycling Buildings and Retailing Books at Spacingmonreal.ca








The Walkable City in the News


	Rover Arts Finds The Walkable City "Ambitious"
	Paul Wilson Talks to Mary about Walkable Cities
	Mary on St. John's, Newfoundland, and walkability
	Hour Magazine Looks at The Walkable City
	The McGill Daily's Alexander Weisler chats with Mary Soderstrom about sidewalks, cities, and urban sprawl
	Kevin Plummer of The Torontist calls The Walkable City "an easy-to-read book that presents substantial ideas that will continue to percolate as the reader explores his or her city."
	Mary Talks to the Toronto Star about the Walkable City










Mary Soderstrom's books on Goodreads
  
    
    
	
		
			[image: The Walkable City: From Haussmann's boulevards to jane jacobs' Streets and Beyond]
			The Walkable City: From Haussmann's Boulevards to Jane Jacobs' Streets and Beyond
			

			
				reviews: 3
				

				ratings: 16 (avg rating 3.56)
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			Green City: People, Nature, & Urban Life
			

			
								ratings: 5 (avg rating 2.60)
			

			

		


		
			[image: The Violets of Usambara]
			The Violets of Usambara
			

			
								ratings: 1 (avg rating 5.00)
			

			

		


		
			[image: After Surfing Ocean Beach]
			After Surfing Ocean Beach
			

			
								ratings: 2 (avg rating 4.50)
			

			

		


		
			[image: The Truth is]
			The Truth is
			

			
								ratings: 1 (avg rating 5.00)
			

			

		



  








More about The Violets of Usambara


Kim Barry Brunhuber seems to like The Violets of Usambara a lot: his review "These diamonds are a girl's worst enemy" appeared in The Globe and Mail Saturday, June 14, 2008.  He says "the novel is a wonderfully matter-of-fact portrayal of two pragmatic characters struggling to find themselves and reconnect with each other." Check it out.

The book is available at independent bookstores and Chapters/Indigo stores throughout Canada and online through Amazon.ca, which will ship to the US.

Click here for more about the story behind The Violets of Usambara









Green City, Mary Soderstrom's Take on the Green Paradox
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One of The Globe and Mail's 100 Best Books of 2007






A Aventura Portuguesa


	Reflections, Commentary, News in Portuguese








Urbanphoto


	For a look behind the making of Green City, read Mary's essays on Urbanphoto.net








The Véhicule Press Blog


	Publisher of Mary Soderstrom's non-fiction
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Recreating Eden: Mary Soderstrom's world
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Mary Soderstrom


	Montreal,, Quebec, Canada
	Mary Soderstrom est une écrivaine montréalais qui s'intéresse à la chose politique depuis bien longtemps.  Québécoise et canadienne d'adoption, elle est anglophone, donc vos corrections de son français seront très bienvenus.


View my complete profile






Gardening in Quebec from a Brazilian Perspective


	Alica Tavares Mascarhenas and her 100 plants
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Copyright notice


 All text and photos in this blog are the work of Mary Soderstrom unless otherwise indicated, and so are copyright in her name under Canadian copyright laws.  Please have the courtesy to ask before you reproduce.
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